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What excited educators during 1971 was the 
realization that the cable system can do 
many things besides carry television and 
radio programming to paid subscribers. The 
system can be used to deliver every con- 
ceivable type of communication through the 
spoken and printed word and through pic- 
tures. Thus schools and colleges will be able 
to originate and disseminate programs. Edu- 
cators envision that educational uses of 
CATV could enrich, broaden and extend 
instructional programs for students of all 


ages. 


The National Education Association adopted 
a proposed constitution at the first constitu- 
tional convention in its 114-year history, 


shifting the base of power from the national - 


and:state levels to the local teachers associa- 
tions. 


The convention turned out a proposed docu- 


ment which would give classroom teachers 
a strong balance of power in governing the 
huge professional organization, but deepen 
the cleavage between classroom practitioners 
and school administrators. ‘ 


In nine articles, the proposed draft spells out 
details for governing the organization. Who 
may join the NEA would be decided at the 


local level, but anyone denied membership 
' there would be eligible at the state level. In- 


eligible altogether: any educator who nego- 
tiates against teachers. Vote on membership, 
at both local and state levels, would be by 
secret ballot. Other proposed changes: The 
president’s term is set for two years (from 
one year); he may not be re-elected. Every 
third person serving as president must be 
of an ethnic minority. All NEA committees 
must have 75 percent classroom teacher 
representation and 20 percent minority rep- 
resentation. 


(Adapted from material supplied by the 
Educational Press Association. ) 
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